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ican — ‘The redeployment of Chinese Conifaunist ground forces. 
in recent months has been of two general. -categories*: - ‘(1) The re- 
grouping of forces into their,assigned occupation: areas following the. 
| conclusion of widespread. operations which expelled'the Nationalists 

t from the mainland; and (2) the deployment of troops for operations 
=| against Nationalist - held offshore. pointe, eee as Hainan, Chou shan, 
a Chin-men, and Taiwan. : . 


In the first Tere de largest single instance of redeployment | 
_ in recent months was the move, in late February, or. early March, of 
the Fourth Army Group,. consisting of three pueaiee from Me Luichow 
iar aha area to, the ene Sector. 









This. Ariny Group; not to be bentasea: with, Lin Piao’ 8 Fourth Field; 
Army, is a part of the Second Field Army af Liu; Po-ch' oe and is com- si 
manded. by Liuls deputy, Chen aes Se aoe ns 





oo After Liv’ s appointment as Gonimnnnek of the souttnvent China 
: Military ‘Area, the move of his subordinate units; sinto his own jurisdictional | 
-area was normal ard served to place his’ deputy’ in command of the fi I 
. important region which borders Indo-China and: Burma, ‘while Liu’s’ main | 
eS force was s caBaERt in consolidating t the: Szechwan, ee 


a ithe move. alee was’ ‘logical in view of tie: tact that Chen Kong's s. 
; ‘ties armies were ‘surplus to. the: Gacuns ae of Tin: eae in the task 
7 ‘of taking. Hainan. ” a tare eu a 

‘Also in early Pabeusay three armies of 1 Lin igo? s Fourth Field 
Army were moved into the area: west of the Luichow Peninsula,on the 
Indo-China border, where: they : are still in place.’ The area occupied by 
these armies, from Luichow in Kwangsi.Province ‘south to the border, 
reportedly has become a. highly restricted area, ‘where, among other 
activities, Hoprevcmicots | in railways and highways: have been noted. 


There are theo main ea ceneet ae along the China coast. This ‘ 
‘ deployment is designed for the attack on-Nationalist-held offshore islands: 
In the south, Lin Piao’s Fourth Field Army,: consisting of approximately ; 
477,000 men organized into 15° Arniies. anid, 8. Cans | has t been grouped i 
eppoette Hainan, j : cages ; : 








. Tn Fukien Provinds,: tie’ area swidely remavacd a as: the probable 

marshalling area: for the invasion of Taiwan: because Of: its position | 

' - opposite that: island;. there: are 133,000. troops: of: Chen: Yi's Third Field 

Army, .The rest of Chen Yi’s forces are concel tated in. ine ee 
= Shanghai-Hangchow- Chou ee area, a 7 
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- It. appears that limited faovement of troops’ strom: the ‘Shanghai area 
to. the. Fuk) m coast: may. have begun in March‘or early.April, but only 
been any” ‘thdication of the units ‘involved. It is. 
wvies' of the Ninth Army: Group of the Third Field 
uukien, while two to four. additional armies now in © 
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Other: puGbor tadlcate that one army ‘et ‘Chen 4 Yi 's Third Field 
_ Army. has been’ move the Wh Hsi area,’ opposite Chou-Shan, south- . 
aint south Chekiang, Provines for further’ 













In South Chins. considerable eee ‘mowenient is reported, but 
no pattern is yet! discernible; An unconfirméd: report has stated that 
mately 90, 000, plis:an artillery division, has~) 
i! TLinkPiao’s Fourth Field Army. Other reports { 
"indicate that elenietits. ist two armies: of ithe Fourth Field Army 
be Toray passed throw anton, heading north Gn t the: railroad. ae 










af tsits Se BTR OS usaines vee — 7 
as  paeseiieesetin LbOseDepsenteons cements 4 ‘ 
noes aS 2 ee ta cae (Se: 


gust tee 


Ma ‘ Meadiwhtte: ‘however, | Tnited States 86 ervers’ ‘in + Hong Kong point {4 
2. Outas-most. ‘significant: ‘the continued lack of. information pertaining to 
nas _ Communist troop n Thov: 2 and pro-livasion Hiabshalling Opposite 

- “Taiwan. | 


a Tn Sertoulen they: note: frat, while the ibcal y vern sla press. 

continues to. ‘speculate that Lin Piao’s Fourth Field. Arm will participate 
in the Taiwan campaign; and- that units are now enroute to Fukien, there : 
is no confirmation of these: ‘claims available. : oe 


ied Py 


ene ee 


STALLIONS eet squeETRTET i 





oA previous: unconfirmed report Of thie dédeployinent of 46,000 
troops of Liu Po-ch’eng’s'Second Field Army from: the Chungking sector . 
to the area east of Naziking: has: been discounted. ss : 


a summary; there: appears to os redeployment of Communist 
units under way at the preserit moment, but: owing. to. the. paucity of reliable 
observers on the mainland;and probable Communist measures purposely 
_ to confuse the‘situationy;: it is-as. yet impossible. to. deduce a clear-cut 
' pattern of movement;' fher'as to: direction:or:. designation and strengths . 
of units involved. Under these: circumstances, 8; ‘of course; entirely ° 
possible that far. more movement . is underway: than is known and reported. 
. The following’ factsare known, however: : en “There. is’ redeployment under’ 
| - Way.on the mainland; i; (2) the. Communists hay repeatedly. stated that the . 
ipa capture: of Taiwan ‘is. a ‘must’ for the year 19503: (3) the. general. direction’ 
OL redeployment appears: to be toward: the China: coast. between: Canton and - 
- i: Shanghai; (4). the: units: involved i in the redeployment. appear to be, in the 
|» main, troops: subordinate to: Chen Yi, with indications that ‘Lin Piao’s 
+ forces: will join ‘the’ movement: and (5)‘these two-men‘are corisidered the -. 
Heeocdd likely commanders of any f Communist: inv. ion.of | Taiwan, 
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a saute 5 redeployment.’ 


discussed above has béen, to date, a gradual one ‘and has involved the: 


the Chou Shan sector: and,~ 





limited aperee oe the Luichow. 





These two. concentrations w were S built. up byt ope Commuplst for nok 


the purpose of attacking Ch , ea and Hainan). Tespectively. : 





‘The sudden Nationalist: aitharawel pont: ieee: ‘two localities 


: permitted the Communists to. obtain’ ‘their objectives with: both * es 
; concentrations intactand: well-trained. The next problem facing them, °°: 
: therefore, logically would be to o redeploy these: concentrations aur the 
attack on Taiwan: ieee ae os 


As aoe above, thie troops deployed for the attacks on Hainan 
and Chou Shan presumably were fully equipped and trained for amphibious - 


operations. It appears, therefore, that relatively little need be accomplished ; 
-in the further training.and equipping of these troops ‘preparatory to the 

‘Taiwan attack, and that the main problem facing the Communists: ‘is move- 
ment to the jump- ~ off positions. i o ee 


oe 


Tt follows logically, theretoré,. thet 2 the final aren es of the 7 : 


attacking forces, already trained:and. equipped, will take place. OnLy ay eh 
‘immediately preceding: D-Day. This: may account: for the: fact that r re-. cara a ere 
Gepleyment has not ve been: © re large. scale. 7 | ee : oe hg Sogn Bee 


One of. the primary problems facing the Communists in fmroutting « ce ke 
; ‘thotr invasion of Taiwan.is the: acquisition of, enough bottoms suitable for - 
: the trip across the. Taiwan Straits and, at the same. time, fitted for 
' debarking | of troops in‘an assault. ‘landing. However, ‘preoccupation by 


observers. with this problém ‘is likely to give rise to a sina 
complacency. pnees are several factors to be home in mind. . 


In the first piace: backuse of the ieee of aquinment Sha because 
of Communist tactics: and training,: ‘the. assault when it comes will not 
be carried out in the classic’ Western pattern. of amphibious operations. 
“Landing. craft’, in the: Chinese: ‘Communist sense of the word, in most. .... . 


. instances probably will be: far from the craft envisaged by. the Westerners,” 


*, often being nothing more than! junks mount, automatic. eo and eas 


‘Ught aks 


\ : In the second place: because of the scarcity of nSdera eee 
landing craft, the. Communists may be expected to alter their tactics to 
make the best use of what they. do:-have. This practice may entail the : 
assémbly of a comparatively: small force of highly, trained and well-armed 
““cornmando” -type troops, embarked - ‘in modern, well-armed, high-powered 
landing crait and Bester e the}r mission oc ft securing one or more footholds on - 
the coast of Taiwan, ie iyetcis 3 : 
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o.main areas of previous concentration, ini 
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Goncélvabiy, t this soul serve two Sgitepanse or It steht: crack the 
already shaky Nationalist morale, or at least disrupt communications | ad, 
in conjunction with internal.subversive forces, : cause general confusion; 
-and (2) it also might be expected. to cause the Nationalist Navy and Air .;— 
‘Force to ‘conceritrate. upon the elimination of the: ‘beachheads and thus draw - - 
their attention from‘the. further massing: ‘of. forces. along the coast. by j 


and permit the long. over-water crossing to be made ‘with the minimum of}. 
air and naval, interference. : a eee ie ae 


i 
iy 
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if iene. tactics: were Sriloned, the: rnin body. of eomiintets 2 
attacking troops which: are tofollow the initial assault ‘echelons could be . 7 
: embarked in other: th tandard assault craft from. areas other than that . 7 
‘on the coast of: ‘Fukten’ ‘immediately opposite: ‘Taiwan. ” “This-would mean 4 

that there would be. no-large- scale build-up: immediately preceding the \ 

‘invasion. in-the: “supposed. marshalling areas,-and ‘would provide the added ; 4 
Boars st decent 5,to. Communist intentions.’ go Se git ee | = 

7 

: 








: “ “AS to ‘de’ time. ‘of: the t invasion, the primary Sonsideration; ‘ifthe — 
‘attack: is to’ be’ ‘made before: the end of 1950,. is ‘the weather, The period - 

of adverse winds. and’ high: ‘seas which accompany. “the: advent of the typhoon. 
season: comes: usually’ in September, with occasional storms pecoute aa) 






sroguont after mid- Ty 


Accordingly, ik ‘has: been cctimated i toes ariliae with weather 
conditions in ‘the Taiwa “area that, if the attack has. not’ taken place by 


September at the: latest will, in. all propa: | have to ie Domne - 
the spring of 1951. me a og 










take place in August, probably about the middle, ‘of the month. The lack of 
confirmed reports ofa’ major build-up of Communist forces on the coast, 


, even on the scale required by the tactics outlined above, would appear to 
‘make an earlier. dats: ‘impractical. + 





* Significance’ of Redeployment. There t ‘is ; insufficient evidence : 

upon which to basé arly’ definite sonclusions: as:to Communist plans and 

_ intentions. It may tentatively be: deduced, however, that, in view of the 
. many avowals by. top=k el Communists, Taiwan will be taken ‘this. - : 

"year -- and be¢ausé-of the time factor which forces the Communists to - 4 

make their attempt a: the next two months ‘if at all'~ the redeployment 1 

ea 


If the. attack: is:to“take nes this: year, if is: evimated that it will =a 
| 


a 












: u now taking placé,.ai ell as subsequent troop. ‘movement, parrlcmar yy: if. - 
on, a. peli scale,’ bly eo in preparatis nfo} tel assault. 











a ~ Ta this ec in, it hus: Beer estimate that, ‘eucnise of its 
pee training, experiénce;: and record: of successes; a. ‘large portion of Lin 


Pigo’s Fourth Field Army will join with: Chen ¥i’ Ss: ‘Third Field wei 
- in the Taiwan iuie nae ae Se a Nhe 








: Tasminch’ as it is ; estinisted that‘ ‘some redeployinent northward 
_ of Lin’s forces will: have to! ‘be made before: they are in ‘position to: join — 
' the assault, movements of Fourth: Field: ay, units = andouiedly will give 
some Jue tone of f Communist intentions. 
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me To Nie no » tiajop edeptoyment inte the Caiiton 3 or. Pukien areas 
. of these troops has: been’ reported, although. there are indications that 
such | a redeployment may,: Pemaye ‘be imminent. ' e — oe os Yet et 


AHHRED 


er The: significances of: thie’ Activities of: Lin Piao’ Ss oe armies on. 
the Indo-China border: séems:to lie ‘in the facts that:: (i)'Theareahas - .. .. &- 
| become highly: restricted; ‘and: (2): improvement in: the pane Deron pied | 
facilities in the ar ea. hasbeen reported. Co acer a ere nt 








; it may be: ageomed that’ this. sativity: is. coins directed in support: ies eink 

| of the Indo- China: Communist: ‘insurgents: under Ho" ‘Chi-Minh, “probably: oe ee 
in the form of logistical ‘Support, training of guerrilla forces; and the» ee hae 
i je and infiltration of Chinese Commiunis ae and advisors ae ? 


across the border. 


It is nee sitpleeted: that Chinese Sons forces will become ° 
actively involved in Indo-China or elsewhere. in Southeast Asia, inthe | 
7 foreseeable future, . short of. the. outbr eak of pyoridwide HOR ASE: \ 





Penile ties 


f° probable Developments: a It seems apparent that the Com= 
; munists intend to take Taiwan this year, if possible.: The attack may 


be preceded. by an assault.on - -Chin-men Tao, off. Amoy,; ‘which is 
“expected to be evacuated by S ‘the Nationalists in ime? face of a: melee Com- 


| munist effort. 


i oh all sabpapiiee: the Communists aa not lauach their stink 
until convinced that the’ ‘invasion. ‘will meet with a minimum of resistance. 
-| They will rely toa great’ extent ‘upon weakened Nationalist morale, which 
i they hope to crack quickly with: the help of a widespread, sabotage and - 
i ever on ee by eae infiltrated nei. : ae 





i : This presupposés “hat Nationalist’ natalie and: defensive 
_ capabilities have not; in the meantime, been substantially bolstered by 
a revision in United States: policy toward Taiwan. In the light of the Gas 
- recent renewal of United: States: interest in Taiwan, the Communists may: 

eat ems - accelerate their timetable for the Taiwan. ‘invasion, Bae edad Ae 





Pada On the other fad: if this proves impossible; ‘and the situation: appears . 
- substantially changed by a: revision of United eee policy, the Communists | 7 
may oeey their invasion. atime until next year. 7 ' 





: The iponenie factor’ is, ‘that ee Communists carnot afford to fail 
in any invasion attempt. ‘The: damage to the. morale of Communist troops, . 





: particularly against a background of widespread unrest and economic : 
a. difficulties on the mainland, would be a defeat which the Communists Ccan- - : 
i not risk, . i ck abn : 
: a The Nationalist command : remains. divided,’ imettectual, ead : 

: ‘completely. subservient: to the: ‘personal political machinations of Chiang £ 
. . Kai-shek and his clique. “Also, the Taiwan economic’structure is . q 


deteriorating, and oe morale: of the troops. and the. com idence - civilian . 
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and military leaders: have: been’ adversely affected. _ although top-level 
morale appears to: have recovered somewhat — by: the abandonment of a 
Hainan and Chou Shan and the appearance of Soviet aid to the Chinese - 


Communists. in evernincr easing quantifies; a Le 


' Tn view of these factors, it is éstimated that a  inajos invasion 
attempt by the Communists will meet with: success, and that Taiwan can 
fall if the Communists @stablish a beachhead;: ‘In this. ‘eventuality, itis. ° 
estimated that organized Tee pence will crumble in = two. to three © 





a 


Weeks) 








Tn view of ‘Paine Truman’ 5 dnndineetabnt'¢ on 27 ‘ins that units os 


of. ce United States ‘Navy tiave been dispatched: with the niission of” 


forestalling’ any: Communist: Attack on: ‘Taiwan,. ~it-is-estimated that the 
Mi will. Hat any invasion attempt until the situation | - 


fatniesr en, 






















a ughout. the Federation during the week end-. 


‘ing on 16 June, - pe 


, since. 18 aa 


Ateneo gs, i Feendinn 


: is the ingurgenits fe beet notableparticu- 
imately 300 miles north of Singapore). Re-: 
and. the interrogation of captured insurgent’ 
ie net units in: n Johore State (southernmost | 
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cently. captured ae 
personnel indicate, ‘tha 
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of, British donees of i Mia continues. The : 
Transport Wing,’ ‘Royal Australian Air Force «; 
Malaya‘on 19 June**,: ‘This*“RAA® contingent will per- 


ean of the Government’ Ss Aecphte tl em i 









2; ,advance party 0! 
Re (RAAF), arrived: 
ti form. transport at 











assume command of he Federation’ Ss. oe 
re ‘coordinate ne/20 Federation? $ Civil effort with that : 
‘Federation intelligence activities neretoone ad 


a 
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* See WIR Nos Ez page U7. 
eR * See WIR No. Os Page 19. 
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oe Communists. .§ 
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earoneHou! the: world = 
‘a direct interest. 


The. uneasy situation existing & tistiveen Vupostavle and ‘the: eomtnteiets . 
countries quention the Balkan area as one such potential trouble: spot. 








Yugoslavia. ~ “Recent tpports. oth Visoslavia: ana from: ‘the coun- 
tries on her borders, indicate caeenaae degree of muary. activity. = 
: B al 
: Inside Yugoslavia,’ alls reserve. ‘Giticerd reportedly. have eet called 
up, and Yugoslav troops are’ said.to have been moved to the Hungarian, ae 
Rumanian, and Bulgarian borders. The foregoing report has not been Ru 
' verified, but it is fairly. certain that numbers of Yugoslav" reservists have _ re 
been called up, ostensibly: ‘for two. months of ‘refresher training. . Further-. 
more, there have been no indications: -of the ve taken demobilization in 
eneonteva: and the oe spring call- =ups have aken place. de 
: ae na 
All of these factors ‘pousidered: together mean that: there must naive. 
been a strength increase ‘in ‘the: ‘Yugoslav Army, and that: an exceptionally, a 
. i number of men: ‘probably, are’ Pes " maneuvers. ay 
‘ Other activities in Cagoglavia in recent months include > stockpiling po. 
of fuel, foodstuffs, and: “possibly other: items, ‘in strategic. areas — for | 
example, near the Hungarian and. Bulgarian borders, - - Also, there- have., 
been reports of mining of bridges: “These measures, indicate. concern: over. leg 
the possibility of an attack: witch would ‘be launched: DY. either! the Sanies agi 
or the U.S.S.R., or both. on 

- Meanwhile, although 4 ‘there as béen some ‘improvement ue some ot . sla 
the Satellite Armies ~— “particularly: that of Bulgaria: — Yugoslavia still has "hol 
the strongest force-in Eastern: ‘Burope.. Yugoslav troops are -well- trained” "ma 
and well- led, ene they. would fight stubbornly: to defend their country. hay 
> At seaueut the Yugoslav ‘Army includes’ 31 infantry: divisiéns ‘and 2 
armored divisions. Five divisions are: disposed in such ‘a"way that they Sel 
could defend against an attack’ ‘through. the Vojvodina; five more, against On 
an attack through the Nis- Sofia: corridor from Bulgaria; and seven are in mo 
position to defend Macedonia. * In’ all, three-fourths of: the divisions are. So wel 
deployed that they could be’ rapidly. moved to the defense. of: Yugoslavia’ s Sov 
vaereole eastern frontiers*, ore : 

- The principal Yugoslav. weakness: is en It} is s believed that ala 
sufficient equipment is now: -available’ “for the men in the Army, but there bee 
is an inadequacy of.spare ‘parts; ‘ammunition, and maintenance facilities. . tre) 
This situation. cannot ‘be: retiadied: fhrough ii effort for a none of years. 'F 
* Bee aocompanying map. Saat ae eee > ! 
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ars. 


a designed to. keep Yugoslavia meee about, the Antentions oe the Cominform | 
: nations. hg ee ee he ae 


have some. legs peacefal punpose. 
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Bulgaria. _ Bulgaria has’ ‘is best teainda Baa best equipped Satellite - 
Army; even though, it is small (87, 000 men). There-is a constant flow of: 
Soviet matériel into: ‘Bulgaria. Latest reports state. that quantities of arms, 2 


. guns, and tanks, in excess of ae Pers ‘ere ns, are being un-- 


loaded at Danube River ‘ports 


This equipment possibly is Scteeeed to be stockpiled for ultimate ; 


. Soviet use, in the event that hdstilities-occur.: However, it seems more ' 
likely that the ‘matériel. is intended for: ‘Bulgarian use. It-.is believed that, 
‘| because of the limited capacity of the. Danube ‘River. ports, heavy shipments 9 


probably would reach Bulgaria via the’ Yailroad: running from Constanta, : - 
Rumania, south tipenen the Dobruja, 0 or: via Black, ‘Bea ports.. 


There: i pean a: continuing series. of deontior. ‘igeldents ee ‘ 


Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. Yugoslavia complained about two in mid- ae 
_ alee that Bulgarians ped piucned Yugoslav frontier evant. 





Steniler ‘episodes occur _ “but net. so. ‘trequenitly - —on the ‘Albanian, 


- “Rumanian, and Bnogarien borders. The tere ae been accelerated in 
va recent months*. z ; oi a oe ee 


oe 





each {neursions is probably are 5 daged for Anais fuiaance vee and are | 





| A more ee ene development, ‘trom é the: ‘Yugoslav viewpoint, is‘ 
‘the movement of Bulgarian! troops toward: Yugoslavia. On 23 June,. Yugo- 
slavia charged that: Bulgaria. was tmhoving troops - in: ‘full battle-dress, sup- 
ported by pene clement: toward Yugoslayse’ s. eastern frontier. : 


. It was further: asserted that, “for, more than’ a month? the Bulgarian 
leadership has. been, nS ESIne me organized poner ie Propeeanas 


se ella 


It seems likely that Bulgarian poone: are. > nidving coward the Yugo-' 
slav border, It has been Bulgarian practice for the last two summers to 
hold maneuvers in areas contiguous to Yugoslavia; Current movements . 
may be connected with ‘the annual summer r exercises, but mer also. can, 





Other: ‘reported Bulgarian ‘activitiés: ‘inélude the ‘mébilization: of re-, 


pd: servists and 'the: requisitioning of motor vehicles. for: military purposes. ; 
'-:) :On'26 June, it-was:reported without confirmation. that two. divisions-were- 
et ~ moving : from: the Danube River south. to: the: ‘Tunkish’ ‘porder. The divisions 
°c were not identified; it was assumed that they were: = mabposed to'be. either. 
Pee eeuiet or Bulgarian. i ahs oe Cue 





ot was. elaimed that ihe: ‘move was: athe “result ‘of: ‘Dukish massing of | 


eg tates: ‘army which would. be seht to the: Bulgarian’ frontier. ‘So far, it has 7 
‘been impossible: to confirm or refute this Reports but t it: ‘is: considered CX= 


tremely unlikely, | 





* Sor example, a of = eey. 802 froiitier incidents said to have peaered 
’ since Yugoslavia. was exyelled from: the Cominform, 302 have taken place in 
the last five months. oe ene, 
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eK See accompanying sabi: A, 





Bulgaria aise has. ‘been invélved in’ ier reports. A few weeks 
ago, it was reported. that’ ‘Soviet Army units were ‘conducting pontoon bridg- 
ing exercises on: ‘the Danube River. between Bulgaria and Rumania*. , 


Another. report: stated. ‘tat the Soviets were préparing +0 hold Bisel.’ 
‘Sea maneuvers. about 15 ‘August. : "These exercises probably: will involve .. . | 
‘Bulgaria.’ ‘The principal: problem: to be: ‘Solved Will bé: how. to: “gain-control : 
.of the iad and: the Dardanelles, with, incidental. pecuring of beach- a 7 re os 
heads in Tarkey. : es eee Ee ee 





Bulgasis has: 10. known: infantry divisions aud 1 armored atitsidn, 
It is believed that,: although: this force: would not be. capable: Of: ‘conquering | 
the Yugoslav Army,. it'could’ ~:in an all-out: assault — offer. ‘substantial 
opposition for several’ ‘weeks, : ‘This belief is based on the assumption: that” 
the. Bulgarian Army, would be couttfinously. supplied by the. U. SSR. | 


e “It is pethaips: significant that the only known’ éoneantnation of Bulgarian 
units at present is in the’ area adjacent to Yugoslavia**. 


Rumania. —. the most recent report from: Rumania. ‘concerns move- 
ments of troops and: equipment. Several blacked-out military trains re- 
portedly are moving each night from ‘Tasi and Galati (both on‘or near. the 
‘Soviet border) toward ‘the south. : These trains reportedly: carry tanks, © 

artillery, and munitions. : Such traffic could continue on. southward toward. 
Bulgaria,. or it could. travel westward ee Yugoslavia. Ne 


' The same: report: claimed that no ‘civilian: train traffic. to Timisoara 
-(in northwestern Rumania, - near ‘the Yugoslav and Hungarian Pore) was. 
‘permitted during the: afternoon. and night: of: ae June. 


Several Vines yun n throu itmisoara ae ‘bot “Yagoslavia and eed 
‘Also, 0 one. of the Soviet aca piyistens in Rumania | is believed to BS in 
“the Timisoara area. . od aes 


vk . . 
HG 
=e 


Other sources: nave. sisted ‘that hee troop snGuemants toward ee 


. Yugoslav and: Bulgarian frontiers are as PlECe,. and rat militia rata ) 


guards have peer ‘tripled... 


“Meanwhile. during: SHevent mantis, ies has. béank other activity: che - 
‘Rumania which might ‘be: ‘of military significance. An intensified campaign 
to improve road and rail: ‘networks has been under way, - Construction. of a 
permanent bridge’ across the Danube River between Rumania and Bulgaria 
TeROrtehy nee begun. a Osta. Po oe ee, 

+ "e, : s al " 

In the purely military fi field, ‘thie ise, 000-man Rene: has and a thovougit 
purge of its officer corps,. with the Soviet advisors who have: been attached 
‘to most units virtually: assuming | command. The’ ‘Ministry ‘of Armed Forces . 
has been subjected: to a vigorous. shake-up, with civilians taking over most . 
‘top posts. Although it is’ ‘expected that these changes: will eventually result 


* Tt should be noted. that in. 1941 the Germans moved at least 100, 000 men 
: into Bulgaria from: ‘Rumania v via-a narpantogn Delage 
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if employed. as a base by: some other Power 


on Bee accompanying mE. 
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in A more s peliahte’ pe at: present morale is $0 ow that the Army is 
considered of little: value. mee ane 

There are: three gees of sonscrine now. ‘serving in the Rumanian 
Army, instead of the customary two. One class was scheduled for release 
this spring,. but no indications of any : releases have yet been noted, 


i 


The disposition of Rumanian units seems’ ito be ‘without strategie 
significance. ‘There has been some tendency’ to. ats more units around 


such industrial areas as Ploesti and Bucharest. 


Half of Rumania’ s 12 divisions are leona: in ihe. area between the. 
Carpathian Mountains and the Danube. River*.: ‘Four more are east of the 


_ Carpathian Mouritains.: ‘The entire force is ‘estimated: to be ill-equipped, - 
. poorly trained, and: incapable of effective: action’ at this ae. ha os ; - 


Hungary, as Little Sighiticant activity has’ ‘pen noted. in Pinpory ih 
recent months. In the northeastern corner: of: the country: — facing the 
U.S:S.R. = road. and: rail ‘construction and. improvement have been in pro= 


cess. A-short time ago a  testricted zone. was established ee je reer 
> Bey border. as 2 





The Arrnsa: Forces have fini a purge Of higher: officers sbut nes 


a have been no particularly: drastic: measures ‘affecting the military: establish- 

“'»-mént. : Training’ and political indoctrination: have-been protéeding according 

"3 to: plan,- andthe Armed: Forces’ morale: ‘is. . estimated to, ‘be about the same 
"as S it was cba ago. “s HTS oe Boe ee ie os ; 


“The Strength of the ‘ungidrin poagA is “hot: believed is have changed 
for at least:six months;: It‘is estimated at 38,500 (with.an additional 5,000 
militarized Border. Guards). There are’ probably two divisions*, although 


_ there is some evidence that: a, third‘is being formed. ‘The Army is con- 


sidered incapable of, successful offensive or defensive: Operations. - 


Albania. ~ . Very: ‘few reports: are.  nécelved: ‘which ‘shed any light on. 
the Albanian. Situation. There are indications. that: the country is afflicted 
with unrest, and ‘that. economic conditions.are’ bad. ‘Border incidents occur 
occasionally: between Albania and. Yugoslavia,’ -but it is not believed that - 


2 the ‘Albahians ; are gepable of causing Tito. a Serious. trounte: 


By the | ‘same “tokéa,- the Albanian: Array cannot’ Ha considered. a fiesat 


to any. other country. Its:strength in men: is’ ‘only. 45, 000, and its 4 divi- . 


sions* are. small and: ill-equipped. Albania: would : menace. Yugoslavia oy 
or example, the U. 8. s. R. 





Soviet Rorcds't ‘in: ‘the ‘Balkans. _. beatae ‘as: isk known, Soviet er 


-:-‘in the-countries adjacent to Yugoslavia: is: ‘remaining. constant. “In: Bulgaria, | 
eg there are not known ‘to'be any Soviet units, ‘although: their’ presence: is often. 
are - reported, More ‘than 2, 000 Soviet technicians and advisors are believed to 
bein the country. The same situation prevails 

Soviet, contingent 4 is estimated at about:p oe 


ee) but there the 
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In Austria, elements of the two Soviet line divisions in the country 
are currently on maneuvers in the ‘Doellersheim ' ‘area. . Very recently, : 
there has been‘considerable-movemient of Soviet: troops in and out of 
Austria. This activity: may represent normal replacement’ of conscription 
classes, or it may result ultimately in some: increase in: total Soviet moon 
strength; Presently’ estimated at 33; 000, Army ‘troops... 


Elements: dt. one of the two known Soviet divisions. in 1 Hungary are, 


There:.seems to ene ieaen little: or no ) recent change in total Soviet strength: 


(45, 000 men) or units. 





wolti. “The situation. in Ruihania is: rot clear, owing, Sto: a: eee of reliable 
information. . Thére are two known: Soviet: occupation. divisions - — one near 


wed the: juncture. of the- Rumanian, Hungarian, and Yugoslav. frontiers, and the 


. “other last identified: in the: Black Sea area. There. are. ‘some indications 

: ‘that elements of the: latter’ may have moved toward. thé Yugoslav border, 
or that an additional: Soviet unit may be in Southwestern Rumania héar the. 
Danube. Because of a dearth of confirmatory evidence, Soviet Army” 
“strength is still held at 30, 000. SSS 


ee fos os 
of Hy at 


Conclusions. - _ ‘Although the: various. reports. on exceptional military ‘ 


activity in the Balkans admittedly must still be considered largely .a com-. 


' pilation of rumors, there has been enough smoke +0 Suggest a definite pos- -- 
‘sibility of fire. It seems evident! that Yugoslavia is ‘making’ serious efforts © 


to be psepered for ro eventuality of noe action. ‘against her. 


It is believed that,if there should be’an attack on any. country: in the 

" area, it would be against: Yugoslavia — not against: ‘Greece and not against 

. European Turkey. Such-an attack would have.to be: sstrongly backed by the 
U.S.S.R., and the: evidence | ‘so far available does not. indicate that the Soviets 
- are preparing for: aggression against: Yugoslavia, : - 


"However, ’ ‘the chances t rapid success in any. ee: aré considerably 


- enhanced by the elernent of surprise. It is. now: impossible to. learn with ~ 
any degree of certainty exactly, what is going on:in éither. Bulgaria or Ru-- 


_ -Thania.. Numbers of Soviet divisions could ie in: either pouty and. escape 
; detection by Western ODE vere: isha nee ee a ae 





eos : The possibility ot attack: ailets, and: fei is: ‘to nger ‘page is state het: ; 
an ith will not-oceur: in: the: foreseeable future.- altis. still: estimated, however, .. 
that the: USS. Re ‘$s not: ready: to-go to war. TE. is: ‘anticipated. that develop- a 
‘not. that estimate is 





: ments * in the Korean. situation will teveal. whether 
ae valid. ee ae oe a 
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